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REPORT

OF

PRESIDENT OF THE ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL.

SEVENTH AND B STREETS SW.,
Washington, D. C., July 15, 1906.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the work
of the Army Medical School during the past scholastic year.

The tenth session began October 1, 1905, and closed May 31, 1906.

The number of student candidates admitted was 18 and that of
militia medical officers 1. No student medical officers attended.

On October 4, 1905, the contract of one of the student candidates
was annulled by the Surgeon-General upon the recommendation of the
faculty of the school.

On account of illness Contract Surgeon John R. Hicks has not yet
taken the final examination.

Contract Surgeon Albert H. Wilton during the examination con-
tracted pneumonia, which resulted in death May 22, 1906.

The remaining 16 students completed the course, past their gradu-
ating examination, and were awarded certificates of proficiency.

The following table shows the subjects taught, the hours of instruc-
tion in each subject, and the names of the instructors:

Valuation.
Num- )
{)lgllrlgg Subject. Name of instructor. Maxi- | Mini-
' mum. mum.
1 104 | Duties of medical officers, medical Maj. W. H. Arthur and Capt. H. L. 1,000 800
department admmlstratlon and Gilchrist.
customs of the service. X
2 20 | Military hygiene .................... Maj. W.D.McCaw_______________ 800 640
3 280 Clinical microscopy, bacteriology, Lieut. Jas. Carroll . 800 640
and pathology.
4 22 | Military surgery..........cooeeeeaaan Maj. W. C. Borden ____ 800 640
5 20 | Tropical diseases ..........ceeeeenn.. Maj. W. D. McCaw ____ 600 480
6 170 Sanitary chemistry.................. Capt. C. R. Darnall _ 600 480
7 93 | Hospital-corps drlll and field work.. | Capt. H. L. Gilchrist 500 400
8 43 Operative SUrgery ......c....ceeeeenn. Capt. C.R.Darnall ... 400 320
9 68 Ophthalmology and optometry...... Maj. J. D. Glennan 400 320
10 10 | Military medicine ............ .. | Col. C. L. Heizmann 300 240
11 30 | Roentgen ray work.................. Maj.W.C.Borden 300 240

In addition to the above the following instruction was also given:

Twenty-two hours in equitation at Fort Meyer, Va., by First Lieut.
Louis R. Ball, Thirteenth Cavalry. Three lectures each on "military

law," by Gen. George B. Davis, Judge-Advocate-General, U. S. Army,
and Maj. John B. Porter, Judge-Advocate-General's Department.
Three lectures on "transportation," by Maj. Chauncey B. Baker,
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Quartermaster-General’s Department. Two lectures and a series of
demonstrations on "mosquitoes," by Miss Clara Ludlow.

During December and January Col. John Van R. Hoff, Assistant
Surgeon-General, U. S. Army, gave a series of five lectures on the
sanitary organization and work of the medical department of the Rus-
sian army in Manchuria.

Col. Valery Havard, Assistant Surgeon-General, U. S. Army, lec-
tured to the class on the same subject on February 16, 1906.

Maj. Charles Lynch, General Staff, during February and March,
1906, gave a series of four lectures on the work of the medical depart-
ment of the Japanese army in Manchuria.

The class during the session also attended a series of surgical clinics
given by Maj. W. C. Borden, surgeon, U. S. Army, at the general
hospital, Washington Barracks.

The conduct and bearing of the students were excellent, and their
attention to duty and industry, with one or two exceptions, highly
commendable.

The graduating examination began on May 14, and the closing exer-
cises, including the award of diplomas, were held May 31.

The marks attained in each subject and the final aggregate is shown
on the merit roll inclosed herewith.

Two of the students, Drs. Albert G. Love and Harold W. Jones,
graduated with honor, having attained a percentage exceeding 90. To
Doctor Love, who stood first in the class with a percentage of 94.1,
was awarded the Hoff medal.

The final or qualifying examination for commission in the Medical
Department began June 1 and closed June 12. Of the 15 student
graduates examined, 2 were found physically disqualified and 2 pro-
fessionally disqualified. Eleven were found qualified in every respect
and recommended for appointment as assistant surgeons.

From the foregoing it is seen that before receiving their commis-
sion the successful candidates past three examinations: (1) The pre-
liminary, before admission; (2) the graduating, to obtain the school
certificate of proficiency; (3) the final, for commission. The final
examination necessarily included three subjects not comprised in the
preliminary examination nor in the school course, namely, practice of
medicine, principles of surgery, and obstetrics. It also included two
subjects of the school course, namely, hygiene and bacteriology, altho
the students had already been examined therein for their graduation.

I see no sufficient reason for these three examinations and believe
it will be in the interest of the school to reduce them to two, the pre-
liminary and the final. With that end in view I would respectfully
recommend that the preliminary examination be made to comprize the
following professional subjects: (1) Anatomy and histology; (2) physi-
ology; (3) chemistry and physics; (4) materia medica and therapeutics;
(5) practice of medicine; (6) principles of surgery; (7) obstetrics.

These, it will be noticed, are the fundamental branches taught in all
medical schools, and in all of which candidates for the army school
may be assumed to be well grounded and ready to be examined. They
form no part of the course of the school, and as our students have but
little, if any, time during the busy school session to devote to outside
subjects, it follows that they are no better prepared to pass an exami-
nation in any of these preliminary branches at the end of the session
than at the beginning. Were these branches disposed of at the pre-
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liminary examination the students could then exclusively devote them-
selves, and with freer mind, to the school course.

The final examination, in my judgment, should simply be the gradua-
tion examination, and therefore only include the subjects of the school
course. It should determine the proficiency of the students and those
who are entitled to a certificate of graduation.

For students wishing to enter the Medical Corps one further test is
necessary, namely, a clinical examination in a hospital, as has been done
since the establishment of the school.

The aggregate marks of the preliminary, final, and clinical examina-
tions, together with those for aptitude, should determine the relative
standing of the student candidates and decide which of them are to be
recommended for commissions.

It is to be noted with regret that only one medical officer of the
militia attended the school during the last session. This suggests the
following remarks:

Militia medical officers are generally practising physicians who can
not conveniently afford to spend a year at the Army Medical School,
altho recognizing the advantages of the special instructions given
therein and their need of it. The difficulty is further increased by
the necessity they are under of partly supporting themselves during
the school session, for it is a fact that the pay, allowances, namely,
$54 a month for a lieutenant and $66 for a captain, is barely sufficient
to cover their expenses. As this objection can only be removed by
act of Congress it is needless to dwell upon it at this time.

Another probable reason which deters these officers from applying
for admission is, I believe, the preliminary written examination
required. There was at one time a reasonable apprehension that unless
such examination was required the number of applicants would be
larger than could be accommodated and that some of them would lack
the necessary qualifications to profit by the school course. But I
believe past experience has shown 1that (at least until the pay allow-
ances are increased) there need be no fear of too many applicants.
Many, if not most, of the militia officers who would make suitable
students are several years distant from the graduation as M. D., and
do not feel inclined to brush up again their anatomy and physiology
for admission to our school. A certain proportion of them are spe-
cialists, perhaps oculists, dermatologists, etc., and have naturally
neglected their practise of medicine and principles of surgery.

It is true that such physicians may be indifferent material out of
which to make efficient medical officers, but we must accept them as
they are with the hope that they are desirous to improve themselves
in the special knowledge which they need and that whatever they
learn will be clear gain to the military service. Therefore I do not
think that, under the present conditions, militia medical officers should
be subjected to the preliminary examination provided for them in
General Orders, No. 39, 1905. It is probable this examination could
be entirely omitted with advantage to all concerned. The applicant,
however, should comply with all the other requirements of the general
order above quoted and, besides, produce a diploma from a medical
school in good standing. He should be directed to report as hereto-
fore to a post in the vicinity of his home for preliminary examination.
This would simply consist of the physical examination, an examination
of his diploma and other papers and testimonials bearing upon his
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professional attainments, and lastly of such questions as the board
may find necessary to ask, in an informal way, to ascertain the extent
and nature of his education, general and professional, as well as any
peculiarity of manner or character.

These remarks are respectfully submitted in a tentative way. I do
not think it would be expedient to attempt any change in the present
system at this time, but another session will show what value they
may have and to what extent it will be desirable to carry out the sug-
gestions made therein.

During the final examinations two practical questions, needing
an authoritative decision, presented themselves: (1) The minimum
refractive error of vision which should be accepted for admission to
the school; (2) the reexamination of candidates who fail, either men-
tally or physically, in their final examination.

The following recommendation was accordingly forwarded to the
Surgeon-General on June 22, 1906:

ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL,
Washington, June 22, 1906.

Sir: I have the honor to recommend that the following additional regulations for
the government of the Army Medical School be submitted to the honorable the
Secretary of War for approval.

This action is taken upon the unanimous recommendation of the faculty of the
school and is believed to be greatly in the interest of the service.

1. In the preliminary examination for the admission of candidates to the school,
errors of refraction are not a cause for rejection, provided they do not fall below 20/40,
and are entirely corrected by appropriate glasses.

2. Any candidate who, at his final examination, fails to qualify mentally shall not
be entitled to a reexamination. Any candidate who qualifies mentally but fails
physically shall, upon the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, be given an
opportunity to be reexamined physically with the next class, and if then found
qualified may be commissioned without further examination, his standing in the
class being determined by the marks obtained in his final examination.

Very respectfully,
V. HAVARD,
Colonel, Assistant Surgeon-General, U. S. Army,
President Army Medical School.
The SURGEON-GENERAL, U. S. ARMY,
Washington, D. C.

Very respectfully,
V. HavARD,
Colonel, Assistant Surgeon-General, U. S. Army,
President Army Medical School.

The SURGEON-GENERAL, U. S. ARMY,
Washington, D. C.
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